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World Soil Day was organized on Dec 5, 2015 jointly by ICAR-Indian Institute of Soil and 
Water Conservation (ICAR-IISWC) and Indian Association of Soil and Water 
Conservationist Dehradun. The programme was attended by more than 150 participants 
including 30 farmers, 10 students, School teachers, Scientists, Technical and administrative 
staff.  Sh. Rajkumar, MLA and Parliamentary Secretary Uttarakhand assembly graced the 
occasion as Chief Guest and Dr. Rajender Dobhal, DG UCOST as Guest of Honour. Sh. Lal 
Chand Sharma, Ex-Minister, Uttarakhand was also present in the function. At the outset, Dr. 
NK Sharma, Head, Soil Science and Agronomy welcomed all the guests, farmers, students 
and participants. Dr. D. Mandal, ICAR National Fellow gave background, objective and 
overview of the programme. Dr. D.V. Singh, Pr. Scientist (Soils) discussed about assessment 
and management of soil health and highlighted the importance of soil conservation in 
managing soil health. Dr. Harsh Mehta, Head Plant Science, Dr. Lakhan Singh Head HRD 
and Dr. P.R. Ojasvi, Head Hydrology and Engineering also shared their views on this 
occasion.  Mr. Prem Chand Sharma, a progressive farmer from Village Attal also shared his 
experience on the benefits of soil and water conservation. Dr. P.K. Mishra, Director 
expressed his sincere acknowledgement to the Chief Guest, Guest of Honour and Farmers for 
their presence.  Realizing the importance of world soil day, he took lead in taking the “pledge 
on Save Soil Campaign”. Guest of Honour Dr. Rajender Dobhal suggested farmers for 
applying manures and fertilizer on the basis of soil test report and crop requirement. Based on 
his own experience, he also highlighted the importance of soil micronutrients to vegetable 
and fruit crops with specific example of tomato and pomegranate.  Sh. Rajkumar, Chief guest 
distributed prizes to the winners from different Schools who participated in Elocution 
competition ön the topic “Value of Soil is more than oil”.  Ms. Anubha Singh from 
Shemford Futuristic Schoool got first prize, Ms. Shefali Bhatia from KV, ITBP got second 
position while third prize was shared jointly by Mr. Sachin Bhardwaj and Sonali Kumari 
from KV, Upper Camp. Crop Calendar and Institute News Letter were also released on the 
occasion by the Chief Guest. On behalf of the village farmers, Gram pradhans namely Sh. 
Prabhu Lal from village Attal, Sh. Chandi Parsad from village Sainj, Sh. Rajender Singh from 
village Thatut and Sh. Ranjit Singh from village Naini received soil health card from the 
Chief Guest. In his speech, Sh. Rajkumar expressed his concern on shrinking farming land 
around Dehradun and migration from the hills. He also appealed Scientists and Farmers to 
pay attention towards sustainable and profitable farming. Chief Guest also visited exhibition 
organized by HRD Division.  In the last Dr. B.N. Ghosh proposed vote of thanks to all for 
their enthusiastic participation. 


